
Principal’s Message 

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

Dear Parents, 

  

     A critical part of our middle school’s philosophy is to 
always provide children with opportunities for new starts, 
new beginnings.  No matter what the disappointment, no 
matter how many times a child falls short, we will always 
make sure that we provide him another chance for success, 
another chance to get it right.   

  

     Some argue that always providing kids with fresh 
starts reduces their sense of responsibility; that is, if fail-
ure doesn’t stick, then they won’t strive to avoid failure in 
the first place.  This fundamentally misses the point.  Our 
kids do not have to view failure as a destination, but in-
stead they may view failure as only a small setback on 
their path to success.  

  

     As kids we learned how success and failure are part of 
the same learning process.  Through falling, as well as 
staying upright, we learned how to ride a bicycle.  In fact, 
learning how to fall is more important than learning how 
to keep moving.  I remember how my dad kept encouraging 
me to get back on the bike no matter how many times I fell 
off.  While it was more painful for him, he knew I had to 
keep trying no matter how many times I failed.  

  

     And, it didn’t matter if I succeeded after five, fifty or 
five hundred attempts.  There was no report card identify-
ing how many times I failed before succeeding.  All that 
really mattered was that in the end I could ride that bike.  
This is the philosophy that must drive our school.     

  

     We wish our students to view schoolwork as opportuni-
ties to try new things in a non-threatening atmosphere.  
And, it doesn’t matter how many attempts it takes them to 
be successful --- all that really matters is that in the end 
they are.  And, we’ll give them as many attempts as they 
need.  Working together, we’ll make sure it happens. 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff  

Garden City Middle School 
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“Opie, every time a fella faces a hur-
dle and he’s afraid to jump it, but he 
goes ahead and he jumps it anyway, 
he finds out it wasn’t much of a jump 
after all.” 
                            - Andy Taylor 
 
 The Andy Griffith Show, Episode 181 

Attention  
Parents and 
Guardians: 

For safety rea-
sons, please do 

not drop students 
off by the li-

brary/cafeteria 
bus circle after 
8:00 am, as the 

buses are starting 
to drop students 
off and it is be-

coming very con-
gested.   

Please use 
the main entrance 

November 4  
Photo Make-up Day 

6th Grade Class Party 
7:30-9:00pm 

End of 1st Quarter 
  

November 7 
Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 
7:00-9:00 PM 

November 8 
Election Day 
No School  
Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 
9:00 AM -12:00 PM 

 

November 11 
Veteran’s Day 

No School  
 

November 18 
6th Gr. Recreation Night  

7:00-9:00pm 

 
November 21 
Board of Education 

Meeting 
8:15 pm 

 

November 24-25 
Thanksgiving 

No School  
 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us 

Middle States Accreditation 
 Update 

 

The Middle States Accreditation 
Team will be visiting our building 
in November as part of our ongo-
ing Middle States accreditation 
process.  They will be meeting 
with teachers, administrators, 
parents and students and ob-
serving our programs over sev-
eral days.   



The Math Research Club 
The Math Research Club is open to all 7th 
and 8th graders who have an  appreciation 
of mathematics and wish to participate in a 
variety of in-depth research projects.  Club 
members will be individually researching a 
math topic of their choice, with the  
ultimate goal of having the opportunity to 
present their project at the “Nassau County 
M a t h  F a i r ”  i n  M a r c h  2 0 0 6 .       
Simultaneously, students will be working  
together to answer the question, "Why do 
so many middle school students hate 
math?".  The results of this effort will be 
shared with the faculty and staff in an ef-
fort to make math more enjoyable, less  
intimidating experience for all.  The club 
currently meets with Mr. Hoffman on  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:35 am in room 
117. 

Students Participate  in the  
Homecoming Weekend Art Show 

Our Art Department will be participating in 
the Dougall Fraser Homecoming Weekend Art 
Show.  It has been a tradition for the Dougall 
Fraser Real Estate Broker to showcase the 
artistic talent of our Middle School students.  
The show begins on October 28th.  There will 
be a reception for the students along with 
food and prizes.  Check out this wonderful ex-
hibit and enjoy the creativity of our students.  
Thank you Dougall Fraser for your support of 
the arts in our schools. 

Channel 2 News  
Features BRAVE Program 

 
Channel Two Newsperson, Jennifer McLogan,  featured the Middle School BRAVE, anti-bullying pro-
gram on the evening news program.  The BRAVE Program is introduced in the sixth grade by the Home 
Base leaders.  The adults facilitate activities such as quality circles to enable the children to develop 
and build skills to handle bullying situations.  The program continues throughout seventh and eighth 
grade.   The aim of the program is to stop bullying behaviors and foster awareness and tolerance in our 
students. 

$445.25 Collected for  “Coins for Kids” 
 

The sixth, seventh, and eighth Grade Student 
Councils collected $445.25 in change for the 
“Coins for Kids” program for the children be-
ing assisted by the Hurricane Katrina Fund.   Team 6D Sends School Supplies to Louisiana 

The students in Ms. Martella, Mrs. Nardone, Ms. 
Olsen, and Ms. Rumbelow’s team collected over 
40 backpacks, and school necessities for  chil-
dren in Metairie, Louisiana. In addition to bind-
ers, markers, and notebooks they also sent “fun” 
items such as hair accessories, games, and per-
sonal items.  Additional items will be collected 
and sent for the winter holidays.  

Middle School Students Show They Care 

The sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students 
collected pajamas for the children affected 
by Hurricane Katrina. We should all be very 
proud of our children for showing such caring 
and concern for others! 



Middle School Honor Band Festival 
Hofstra University hosted a Middle School Honor Band 
Festival with world renowned composer Mark Williams.  
The following seventh grade students were selected by 
Hofstra to represent the Garden City Middle School Band 
program: 

 Elizabeth Boruch  Bridgid Reina 
 Dylan Safyer  Ali Ramsland 
 Frank Bello   Michael O’Sullivan 
 Allie Ruhl   Justin Sarfin 
 Raymond Wrobleski Ryan Rufino 
 Christine Pando  Barbara Sullivan 
 Christine Codignotto Emma Kane 
 Stephen Falzone  Julia Cavell 
 Matthew O’Connor 

  “Kindness a Day”  
 

The “Kindness a Day” pro-

gram encourages students to 

perform an act of random 

kindness every day.  To pro-

mote acts of daily kindness, 

the children are asked to 

make out a “kindness card” 

stating the nature of their 

kind act.  These cards are 

posted on the “Kindness a 

Day Board” by the front en-

trance. 

Physical Education "Fitness Fridays" 

     The Middle School Physical Education Department has adopted 

"Fitness Friday" into their curriculum.  The Physical Education 

teachers are very aware of the growing epidemic of obesity in to-

day's society.  To help set the stage for life-long fitness, we have 

implemented this new fitness program.  Not only will the students 

work on their cardiovascular fitness during each PE class, but on 

Fridays in both the North and South Gymnasiums they will see a 

fitness variety of stations set up.  The stations touch on cardiovas-

cular fitness, muscular strength, muscular endurance and as well 

as flexibility.  The stations are all activities students can do outside 

of school to help themselves become healthier and stronger.  The 

Physical Education staff has also welcomed all teachers of the 

building to take part in "Fitness Fridays."   

Eighth Grade  
Girls’ Soccer Team 

 

The eighth grade girls' soccer 

team is undefeated as of 

now! According to coach, 

Tarra  

Andrews, their record is 4-0. 

On top of that, they have not 

given up a goal yet!  

The Herodotus Society Veteran’s  Col lect ion 
 

Members of the social studies club, Herodotus Society, will be collecting per-
sonal items for the residents of the Northport Veteran’s Hospital for the 
holidays.  Information on the specific items will be posted on the club’s web-
site  found on the Middle School’s homepage. 


